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 Size V. Large Large Medium Small 
Farm to Shop Prices 1.49 1.25 1.15 80p 

      

Scottish Wholesaler Colony 
F/R 

1.20 
£1.50 

90p 
£1.40 

80p 
£1.30 

 

English Wholesaler Colony 
F/R 
Colony 
F/R 

£1.14 
£1.60 

 
£1.30 
£1.60 

84p(-6p) 
£1.50 

 
£1.10 
£1.65 

76(-4p) 
£1.30 

 
£1.05 
£1.45 

56p(-4p) 
80p 

 
80p 
85p 

Packer / Producer Contracted average Price 
 Organic FreeRange Barn Colony 

£1.20/£1.45 85p/£1.05 75p/95p 65p/85p 

Producer / Consumer  V. Large Large Medium Small 
- Colony Prices £2.00 £1.85 £1.40 90p 

- Free Range Prices £3.00 £2.35 £1.93 £1.05 

Free-Range to Farm Shop Prices £1.75/£2.25 £1.31/£1.91 £1.15/£1.45 95p 

Central Egg Agency Colony 
F/R 

90p(-5p) 
£1.45(-5p) 

75p(-5p) 
£1.35(-10p) 

65p(-5p) 
£1.20(-10p) 

55p(-3p) 
£1.00 

Imported Continental Prices in Bulk 
Dutch Eggs Barn 83p 67p(-3p) 63p(-1p) 60p 
 
 
 
The market, it looks like English bank holidays are not too good for our industry as there are suddenly 
eggs available almost everywhere and there is a hesitation in buyers, shops etc. in anticipation of lower 
prices and the expected extra Free Range production is now starting to show with more coming in May. 
 
We have heard of some cheap parcels of home produced eggs south of the border some with a price that 
hints of desperation, there are also some cheap German eggs Large 57p Medium 52p. 
  
Our egg industry has had problems with fraud in the past, but now with farm ID’s and production type on 
every egg, traceability has been so much improved that the opportunity for fraud has been almost 
eliminated. 
 
The same cannot be said for eggs in product form and until there is traceability carried over to product 
labelling there is always the temptation for food manufacturers to purchase the odd tanker load of egg 
from some other country no matter how it is produced if it is cheap enough. 



 
Scottish Egg Quality Awards-----If you have received an invitation to the dinner in Perth you are a 
winner, record entries this year and the quality and standards even higher. 
 
Farmers Weekly Awards, nominations close on the 5th May if in doubt enter as Scotland has always 
done well in the past. 
  
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Bankers keen to lend cash to UK poultry sector 
 

Despite continued market volatility and a predicted fall in incomes for 2014-15, the UK poultry sector is 
looked upon very favourably by the banking industry. 

 

Addressing the recent South West Chicken Association conference near Bristol, Andrew Naylor, head of 
Lloyds Bank Agriculture, praised the sector's "progressive and innovative approach". 

While the troubles of the dairy industry created many headlines over the 2014-15 financial year, Defra's 
farm business survey forecast that incomes on specialist poultry units will fall by almost the same amount 
– 12% in real terms compared with 13% in dairy. "Despite this, the poultry industry has not stood still," 
he said. 

Investment in technology 

"We've seen continued investment in production capacity, and the uptake of new technologies has been 
remarkable, especially in biomass heating, solar technology, anaerobic digestion and waste reusage and 
recycling. 

"This all signifies the kind of vibrant and forward-thinking industry that we in the banking industry want 
to support. There's no doubt the future is bright for poultry." 

Speaking more broadly about the economy, he said recovery was well established across the UK, alt-
hough there were continuing risks related to the uncertainty in the eurozone and austerity measures im-
plemented in various countries. 



Warning about fraudsters 

Naylor also warned poultry producers against the risk from fraudsters. "They are very sophisticated and 
they understand the farming year," he said. "They will target you when you are at your busiest and your 
defences are down." Producers should beware of fraudsters phoning up, pretending to be your bank and 
asking for access codes and PINs. 

Source: Poultry World 

By Philip Clarke  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

UK: Poultry sector at risk of food fraud 
 

The poultry sector faces an increased risk of food fraud, which could cost individual businesses dearly 
and damage the reputation for all. 
 

Addressing the South West Chicken Association conference near Bristol, Louise Manning from the Royal 
Agricultural University, Cirencester, explained how the complexity of the meat supply chain provided 
opportunities for fraud. 

Freedom of movement within the EU meant checks were often left to the companies themselves, while 
increased processing made it easier to lose traceability. 

"I can look at a chicken on a supermarket shelf and know it is a chicken," she said. "But the minute you 
start breaking down a carcass into individual pieces or a meal, it becomes harder and harder." 

Food assurance schemes tended to verify the process of production, but not the product itself, she added. 
And since 2008, consumers had been moving increasingly to composite foods, while household budgets 
had come under pressure. 

"In the poultry supply chain we can see there is an opportunity to lose product identity, to lose prove-
nance, and an environment for food crime to flourish." 

While there had been a number of prosecutions for food crime, including in the poultry sector, the penal-
ties were minimal compared to the potential gains. "If I was an illicit person, and I had the choices of drug 
running, people trafficking or food crime, I'd pick food crime," said Dr Manning. 

A market where prices were falling presented its own vulnerability, as suppliers looked to cut corners – as 
had happened with tumbling chicken to absorb more water several years ago, when beef and pork protein 
was added illegally. 

Food fraudsters were "entrepreneurial", she added, looking for any gap in the market where testing was 
weak and profits could be made. 



Even though this was harder in highly integrated supply chains, such as poultry, the sector should not sit 
on its laurels. "As an industry we have to think how we are going to protect the integrity of our products." 

That would include things like more product testing, better auditing and tighter risk assessments. Greater 
use of CCTV and even fingerprint technology to control access might be necessary. 

 Source: Philip Clarke, Farmers Weekly 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Scottish MEP attacks Commission GMO plan 
Published 23 April 2015  
 

Alyn Smith MEP, Scotland’s sole member of the European Parliament’s Agriculture Committee, has 
slammed the Commission proposal for national opt-outs from the circulation of GM food and feed prod-
ucts as “an unworkable fragmentation of the European single market” that “will do nothing to help Scot-
land remain GM-free.”  
 
The proposed legislation states that Member States will be able to exclude food or feed products contain-
ing GMOs from their territory, and have to justify their decision based on EU law and international trade 
rules. The foreseen legislation mirrors a recently passed act by the Parliament and Council on GM culti-
vation, which allows Member States the right to restrict or ban the cultivation of GM crops on their terri-
tory, even after approval at EU level. 
 
Alyn said: 
 
“This proposal makes no sense. Within a single barrier-free market, such as the UK or the EU, stopping 
the circulation of GM products is difficult. Short of setting up customs checks for internal UK trade, how 
would we stop beef from a GM-crop-fed cow entering the country? To maintain a single market with the 
rest of the UK, we would almost certainly be subject to DEFRA decision-making, and they’re not going 
to ban the circulation of GM products.  
 
“The free movement of goods in Europe is one of the core principles of the European Union; putting up 
practical barriers to this, particularly goods already authorised at EU level, could expose Member States 
to challenges by the World Trade Organisation (WTO). We’ve already seen the USA, Canada, Argentina 
and Brazil – four of the EU’s major agricultural trading partners – challenge the legitimacy over the pro-
posals.  
 
“Nor does this proposal address the need to fix the EU-level risk assessment and authorisation procedure 
to reflect the combined democratic views of the Member States. We don’t want another MON maize 1507 
situation, where the crop was approved despite being opposed by 19 Member States versus 5 supporting.  
 
“When it comes to GMOs and the European Commission, it’s déjà vu all over again. The Commission 
tried something similar before when they proposed national opt-outs for GM crop cultivation, which 
would have fragmented the single market and opened us up to trade challenges. I opposed it then and I’m 
opposing it now.  
 
“This is an unworkable national opt-out and it won’t help Scotland at all. The Commission has to accept 



that the majority of European citizens don’t want GM food, and this Trojan Horse strategy to bring GM 
food into the food chain is utterly unacceptable.” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
There is a bit of sense in this next article, but we would not like to see our Scottish egg production locked 
up behind barbed wire entanglements like fort apache the Bronx and as we are now predominantly Free 
Range just how can you stop birds over flying the range, plus the odd cock pheasant leaving a calling card. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Avian influenza vaccination not a long term solution 

 

Today’s ever increasing prevalence of Avian influenza, in particular the H5N8 subtype, shows the weak 
spots of the poultry industry. Unfortunately a vaccine has not been made available, but no doubt this will 
change in 2015. An effective inoculation programme will bring sighs of relief and once again a feeling of 
security will prevail. Is this the answer? Maybe short term, but certainly not long term. 

The flaring up of a new subtype of avian influenza resulted in 
havoc in many countries in the Northern hemisphere in the last months. - Photo: ANP  

The flaring up of a new subtype of avian influenza resulted in havoc in many countries in the Northern 
hemisphere in the last months. New transmission routes in migratory birds resulted in outbreaks from 
Asia to Europe to North America. Stamping out the disease was the only way to go and trying to prevent 
the virus from entering the poultry houses with tough biosecurity protocols. That works on an individual 
farm level, but a structural approach is needed. What is required is a new approach to our mass number 
protein production chain and this can only be implemented by a central body. This has to ensure that 
poultry production is carried out universally, under a set of rules, deemed to initially bring production in 
all countries to adhere to a 'code of practice' by using a set of rules that must be strictly carried out by 
each country. To agree to and to adopt a set of 'basics' in order to give poultry the best possible chance to 
remain healthy, grow at an acceptable rate, with the lowest mortality and FCR and giving the producer the 
best possible return on the capital investment. 

What are the basics in battling poultry diseases? 

Ideally poultry has to be housed in 'all in-all out' sites. Only one age group per site. This is the number 1 
rule of thumb and has to be in place, everywhere. Multi-aged sites will have to be changed to all in-all 
out. Anything can be achieved if the will is there to do it. When one sits down and thinks about it all, it is 
not so difficult to visualise. With avian influenza causing immense damage for some 10-plus years now, 
one wonders why this issue wasn't addressed years ago. Luckily it was addressed in part. 



 
Looking at the basics in battling Newcastle disease, one came to the same conclusion. Newcastle disease 
was possibly the main driver to bring in single age all in-all out sites. When vaccination was introduced 
that took care of a lot of the stress that poultry farmers endured and in the process stabilised finances. 
Now we have a new disease to keep us on our toes, one which has caused a lot of havoc where it has 
struck. Not only to the owner of the farm / site where the disease was first diagnosed but also to all those 
in a certain radius of the outbreak, many of whom were farming correctly and at a good distance from the 
central outbreak location. This can make the total loss in the area astronomical with only the large com-
panies having the chance of financial survival. One can say, one of the risks of livestock farming. 

 
Currently, one has to say yes! 

It is still not too late to cancel this threat to our industry which could cause lots of problems financially 
and create a world shortage of animal protein for human consumption. Vaccination, not being currently 
available, is not in the equation and in this equilibrium is not the ultimate answer even when an appropri-
ate vaccine has been developed. However it will have a calming effect and work in conjunction with a 
programme that will reduce the incidence of the virus. 
 
Even if a vaccine is available during 2015 this will be only part of the answer and must be used to work 
together under a set of poultry production codes and be strictly policed. If not, there will still be too many 
'dirty' farms still around which will have to conform to production policies set out or else be taken out of 
production without compensation and used for something else which excludes livestock. 

 
Many possibilities, but how to get started in poultry farming? 

There is a big picture to be drawn up, setting the basics for the 'Code of Practice' as mentioned. Call it 
what you will, this new 'basic infrastructure' for all the non all in-all out farms must be taken on board and 
implemented worldwide. Poultry production is a science. One has to learn it just like an airline pilot, a 
medical doctor or an atomic  scientist. Each has to be a specialist in his own field. 
 
The days of starting up as a poultry farmer to farm, just as you wish, will have to disappear. Many current 
farmers who cannot comply with the criteria, will fall out. However, demand for poultry meat and eggs 
are high and the industry has to accommodate as many existing farmers into the new type infrastructure as 
possible. Perhaps unfortunately some may fall away in order to allow for the overall system to be globally 
the best possible for a much better production environment and workable system. This will be required to 
produce enough animal protein for a growing number of people. 

 
What is the programme? 

With each daily global report on the most recent avian influenza outbreaks it is more evident that wild 
bird migration plays a dominant role in the spread of AI. What is clear is that the poultry industry has full 
awareness in the need for immediate change in certain production practices that are carried out worldwide 
and ban practices that lead to higher possibilities of contacting the virus. This in conjunction with produc-
ers who are farming incorrectly which also increases the spread of the virus from a basic management 
point of view, carrying on with inadequate unhygienic methods of production as well as sales. 

Traditional ways of doing things may be involved in certain instances, if these are negative to new rules 
and regulations then production in certain areas may have to cease for benefit to all for a global cause. 
Millions are crying out for food around our world and it is our right to alleviate this crisis. As well as 
mass bird euthanasia that accompanies it to ensure the virus is stopped in that area. This is one of the 



most sensitive aspects in the current procedure. We must act on the present and set in place reforms to 
sustain our world according to our current knowledge and expertise to pass on to the next generation the 
optimal production methods of our time which can be a legacy to future generations. 

 
Who will implement it in the poultry industry? 

Firstly it takes money to implement any rules and regulations, money that has to be spent. It is the poultry 
business as a whole with the whole livelihood of the world's population at stake. So it is imperative to 
take certain considerations into account. From a business and ethical perspective one would require indi-
viduals who have a passion for animal welfare, and possess the required empathy to work towards sys-
tems enabling poultry to exist in production housing with the ability to give the best possible environment 
for a stress free life span to the chickens. This stress free life in an optimal environmental situation must 
be carried on until time of death in the abattoir, using the most innovative  methods. 
 
Loading and transportation methods are critical in the stress situation as well as the off loading bays and 
currently very few of these are using UV (blue) lighting which has a calming effect on broiler chickens, 
possibly less than 10 to 20% currently comply. However, this is easy to overcome and relatively inexpen-
sive. There are many knowledgeable people with a thorough practical aptitude to make a good start, how-
ever many more will need to be trained. 

 
Do we have enough time? 

No, in that this process should already have been in place several years ago, if not longer. People have a 
natural instinct to wait and wait and hope that the wind will blow all their problems away. 
Where to in this case? Unfortunately if nothing is put in place to stop this current situation, it will not 
suddenly disappear. However, time is limited, and we must do our best to put the correct format together 
in order to bring about the correct change. 
 
A complete turn-around will take years, however a start needs to be made over the next few months. A 
suggestion is to organise a meeting of interested parties and individuals from all sections of the industry. 
From breeding companies right through to marketing, sales of the final product, for not only broiler 
chicken, also table eggs, turkeys, geese, ducks, quail, guinea fowl. However, if we concentrate initially on 
broilers we will be on the correct path. As this volume dominates it can be the basis for the other types of 
related species. The  sooner the better. 
 
In an instance like this, who we need, are the 'early innovators'. Usually those who like to be involved in 
something new, where they see the need for solid rational thinking coming with a background of experi-
ence in taking things to "the next level". Individuals with a passion to help in assembling a new dimen-
sion to solve an existing problem by putting forward ideas that will be part of creating a new concept in 
the food production chain. 
 
Depending on the response a decision could be made to set something in motion. It's up to all people in-
volved in the poultry sector from around the world. Your best first move would be to contact your local or 
national poultry association. 
With avian influenza there are only losses and there is no insurance available. Action has to be taken, be-
cause the next virus outbreak is likely already there. The decision to take this forward is in the hands of 
everyone who is involved in this industry. 

  

Source: World Poultry magazine 31.3 (2015)  



Photo 

•  

The days of starting up as a poultry farmer to farm just as you wish will disappear as strict rules 
and regulations have to be followed. 

Photo: RBI  

By Ken Marshall Apr 28, 2015 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What goes cluck, cluck-------- bang!? 
 
 
A hen that has strayed into the mine field surrounding your poultry farm!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 


